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Queen Charlotte’s 
Birthday Celebration at 

the Pagan-Fletcher House 
May 17, 2026 

Children come dressed as 
Princes and Princesses! 

 

The children of Valley 
Stream are invited to come to the 
Pagan-Fletcher Restoration as 
princes and princesses to help 
celebrate the queen’s birthday 
where loyalists and patriots will 

abound! There will be a parade of princes and 
princesses, games, arts and crafts, and other fun 
activities in the house and on the grounds.  (Those 
treacherous patriots may even try to stir up some 
rebel activity!) 
 
 

A Little Bit of History  
 

 Born on May 19, 1744, Princess Sophia 
Charlotte was the youngest daughter born into the 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz family of Germany. 
 

 Princess Charlotte and King George III’s 
marriage wasn’t a love match.  When they married, 
George was 22, and Charlotte was 17.  A marriage of 
political convenience would go on to be one of the 
most successful royal marriages in British history. 
 

 Together they would go on to have 15 
children together, 13 of whom lived to adulthood. 
Charlotte remained steadfastly at her husband's side 
through his failing mental health and difficult reign. 
 

 Queen Charlotte was greatly impassioned 
about women's education. She ensured that all of 
her daughters had the best education available to 
them.  
 

 She was friends with Johann Christian Bach 
and even invited a young Mozart to play at the 
Royal Palace when he was just eight years old. 
 

 She was an avid collector of wild animals 
and could boast a wide selection of different exotic 
species. She had a zebra that was often witnessed 
grazing outside of Buckingham Palace, while her 
elephant resided with the horses in the stables. 

Charlotte was even known for gifting kangaroos to 
her friends and loved ones. 
 

 Queen Charlotte was friends with Marie 
Antoinette; they were avid pen pals. They would 
regularly discuss their mutual love of art and music. 
Queen Charlotte prepared lodgings for the French 
royal family should they need to flee; however, she 
was distraught to learn later that the King and 
Queen of France had been executed. 
 

 Some believe Queen Charlotte is Britain’s 
first Black queen.  Queen Charlotte's family lineage 
can be traced back to the Portuguese royal family. It 
is believed that Queen Charlotte’s distant relative, 
Alfonso III of Portugal, defended the small town of 
Faro from the Moors - people of North African and 
Andalucian descent. Demanding the youngest 
daughter of the governor as his prize, Alfonso III 
went on to have three children with her, giving rise 
to the belief that Queen Charlotte was Britain’s first 
mixed-race royal. 
 

 Queen Charlotte is the second longest-
reigning consort and the longest female reigning 
consort in British history, having served a total of 
57 years and 70 days. 
 

P a s s i n g  
 

 
 

Florence Gunther, the former Treasurer of 
the Society, and recently named Trustee Emerata 
passed away on April 16, 2026 at the age of 100.   

 
 

  

Celebrate 
America’s 250th 

Birthday 
 

 Check out the various fun-filled celebrations 
throughout our region—details can be found in your 
local libraries, historical societies and newspapers. 



 

An Interesting Tidbit about Valley Stream 
During the Revolutionary War  

 
 During the Revolution, the farmers and sailors of this vicinity 
were well divided between loyal Tories and American patriots.  In June 
of 1776 occurred an incident in our present Valley Stream that overcame 
a threat to the life of no less a personage than George Washington. 
 
 A plan was uncovered by Governor Tryon of New York City that 
the Tories of Long Island were planning under Captain Richard Hewlett 
of East Rockaway secretly to rearm and join the British troops in Queens 
County and Brooklyn.  One John Hendrickson, a local patriot, testified 
before the American Continental Congress in May, 1776, and a warrant 
was issued for the arrest of 38 Long Island Tories, two of whom lived at 
what is now the corner of Merrick Road and Ocean Avenue.  
Hendrickson maintained, amid a mass of evidence, that these two, Isaac 
Smith and Isaac Denton, were spies deeply involved with Hewlett in a 
plot to poison Washington.   
 
 On June 23, American Minutemen from Jamaica were sent out in 
search of Smith and Denton along Merrick Road – even in those distant 
days, a thoroughfare for travel in this part of the Island.  A skirmish 
between the two Tories and the solders occurred at Ocean Avenue, but 
Smith and Denton escaped to DeMott’s Pond, nearby.  Whether this is 
the same pond we now know on Mill Road just south of the Sunrise 
Highway, the records do not make clear, but it may have been. 
 
 Eventually, two hundred and fifty soldiers from Brooklyn put to 
rout a number of Tories hiding in the swamps along the bay and ocean.  
Smith and Denton are believed to have escaped to Denton’s sloop, the 
“Asia,” anchored offshore, which he had been using to provision the 
heavier British men-of-war out at sea. 
 
 In any case, they attempted no poisoning of Washington that 
critical summer of ‘76.  And the whole plan of the local Tories failed 
because the Americans now knew of the importance of Captain Richard 
Hewlett and gave him little chance to conspire in the future. 

 
Valley Stream Mail and Gibson Herald - July 2, 1942 

Our Valley Stream by Harriet Norris. 
 

Maileader - June 27, 1990  
Down Memory Lane compiled by Helen Zang. 
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