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AT 7:20pm

LONG ISLAND

and the Legacy of

EUGENICS

- Station of Intolerance -

In the early twentieth century,
eugenics was at the forefront of scientific
discourse in the quest to understand human
genetics. On Long Island and throughout the
nation, eugenicists were granted unfettered
access to conduct experiments on prisoners,
psychiatric patients, Coney Island circus
performers and more, all in an effort to
legitimize a false science. The origins of the
eugenics movement can be found within the
Eugenics Record Office, an otherwise
nondescript two-and-a-half-story
administrative building at Cold Spring
Harbor, New York, under the direction of
Charles Benedict Davenport from 1910 to
1939. The work conducted there directly led
to the forced sterilization of thousands of
American citizens and the passage of anti-
immigration laws and sparked a deadly
global movement.

Author Mark Torres explores the local
characters, influences, landmarks and
ghastly consequences that emanated from

this small Long Island facility for decades
and spread throughout the world.

Upcoming EvenTts AT THE
Pagan-Flercher House

The celebration of Queen
Charlotte’s 282nd Birthday.
Charlotte was Queen of England
during the Revolutionary War.

June 2,6 ANd 7,2026 —
The Creativity of Jim Zabatta, a local artist.

Celebrate
AMERicA’s 2%0ThH
Birthday

Check out the various fun-filled celebrations
throughout our region—details can be found in your
local libraries, historical societies and newspapers.
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Seeds of

o

William Floyd Estate, Mastic Beach, New York

In the year 1775, there were many patriots, or Whigs as they were
called, in Queens and Nassau County, which was then a part of Queens. But
there were also many people who wished to remain loyal to England and
King George III. They were loyalists, or, as the Whigs called them, Tories.

The seeds of Revolution sprang up earlier in Suffolk County. It was
less settled than the rest of Long Island, and less tied to Britain because of
religion and commercial interests.

Following the Boston Tea Party in 1773, the people of Suffolk
expressed sympathy for Boston and its plight. Villages and towns voted
resolutions of aid and support. Men organized militias to fight the British
oppression.

One of the first to work against British oppression and later for
independence was William Floyd, a rich landowner and farmer. Floyd was a
colonel in the Western Regiment of the Suffolk Militia. He put his life,
family and possessions in jeopardy by becoming a delegate to Congress in
Philadelphia, and in July, 1776, signed the Declaration of Independence.

Floyd was born on December 17, 1734, was 41 at the time of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence. He was married twice, had three
children and died on August 4, 1821, at the age of 86.
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